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• Westlake Park as we know it today was completed in 1988 and is 
at the heart of the retail core of the city.

• The park includes a large paved plaza that is used for a wide 
range of uses including large community gatherings, seasonal 
events, and flexible seating areas that are used for enjoying 
lunch or meeting with friends and neighbors.

• The project will also look for opportunities to support the FIFA 
World Cup when the world comes to Seattle in 2026!

• This project will provide upgrades to existing park elements that 
are in need of repair or will look to remove elements that have 
exceeded their useful lifespan in order to support the ongoing 
needs of the park.

• A signature element of the park is the granite paving that was 
inspired from a Coast Salish cedar basket weave.

• Other park features include the seven hills art installation, a 
grove of shade trees, a fountain, stage and playground for kids 
ages 2-5.

JULY 2011JULY 2011

DECEMBER 2023DECEMBER 2023
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Reimagine Westlake

• • Improve guest experience - foster human connectionsImprove guest experience - foster human connections

 � Remove barriers for easy access.
 � Provide additional permanent seating areas.
 � Provide additional areas for plantings and seasonal interest.
 � Provide signage to explain what the Seven Hills art installation represents.

PROJECT GOALSPROJECT GOALS
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• • Improve guest experience - foster human connectionsImprove guest experience - foster human connections

 � Remove barriers for easy access.
 � Provide additional permanent seating areas.
 � Provide additional areas for plantings and seasonal interest.
 � Provide signage to explain what the Seven Hills art installation represents.

• • Address safety needsAddress safety needs

 � Provide better lighting at night.
 � Fix uneven pavement and preserve the basket weave pattern.
 � Provide more elements in the park to promote positive park use.
 � Continue to partner with local law enforcement and social programs to deter 
undesirable activities in the area.
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• • Create a more cohesive park space and experience.Create a more cohesive park space and experience.

 � Today the park feels like a series of spaces that are not well connected and can be 
difficult to walk through at times.

 � Find ways to allow flexible use of the space for all types of events.
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 � Fix uneven pavement and preserve the basket weave pattern.
 � Provide more elements in the park to promote positive park use.
 � Continue to partner with local law enforcement and social programs to deter 
undesirable activities in the area.

• • Create a more cohesive park space and experienceCreate a more cohesive park space and experience

 � Today the park feels like a series of spaces that are not well connected and can be 
difficult to walk through at times.

 � Find ways to allow flexible use of the space for all types of events.

• • Identify new facilities to support park programming for families and the Identify new facilities to support park programming for families and the 
neighborhoodneighborhood

 � Expand the play area to include a wider range of equipment for all ages.
 � Look for opportunities for partnering with surrounding buildings or agencies to 
provide public restrooms.
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Reimagine Westlake

• • Address aging infrastructure.Address aging infrastructure.

 � The electrical infrastructure is currently in a buried vault and is in poor condition. The equipment 
needs to be updated and moved above ground due to damp conditions below ground.

 � Many of the electrical outlets spread throughout the park are no longer working and need to be 
replaced.

 � Expand the tree wells to ensure tree health. 
 � Remove the fountain that has reached the ned of its useful life. 
 � Remove stage to allow the use of temporary stages that can be moved around the park and sized 

to the needs of each event.
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• • Identify activation strategies for World Cup 2026 & DSA program needsIdentify activation strategies for World Cup 2026 & DSA program needs

 � Provide opportunities for temporary installations that promote World Cup 2026 
and welcomes the world to Seattle.

 � Consider placement of temporary mini-soccer pitches along Pine Street or 4th 
Avenue.

 � Consider placing murals on surrounding buildings to enliven the space.
 � Look for opportunities to provide digital art and image projection that will support 
other activations of the space.
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• • Identify activation strategies for World Cup 2026 & DSA program needsIdentify activation strategies for World Cup 2026 & DSA program needs

• • Set the stage for longer term improvementsSet the stage for longer term improvements

 � Provide opportunities for temporary installations that promote World Cup 2026 
and welcomes the world to Seattle.

 � Consider placement of temporary mini-soccer pitches along Pine Street or 4th 
Avenue.

 � Consider placing murals on surrounding buildings to enliven the space.
 � Look for opportunities to provide digital art and image projection that will support 
other activations of the space.

 � Work with other city agencies for long term improvements in and around the retail 
core to continue supporting community use and economic development in the 
area.

 � Partner with Westlake Center north of Pine Street to coordinate use of the overall 
public space
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PLAY AREA

PLAY AREA

POSSIBLE STAGE LOCATIONS

RETAIL FRONTAGE

FLEXIBLE SPACE/WALKWAY
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OPEN SPACE FOR 
GATHERING

PINE STREET

4TH AVE

SITE OPPORTUNITIESSITE OPPORTUNITIES CONCEPT DESIGNCONCEPT DESIGN

PARK OPPORTUNITIESPARK OPPORTUNITIES
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Reimagine Westlake

28%
28%

Which of the following would make the park more appealing to you?Which of the following would make the park more appealing to you?

active retail or restaurant storefronts:active retail or restaurant storefronts:

improved views to the park:improved views to the park:

improved physical connections into the park:improved physical connections into the park:

more comfortable spaces / seating to socialize:more comfortable spaces / seating to socialize:

better recognition of indigenous culture and peoples:better recognition of indigenous culture and peoples:

improved park lighting:improved park lighting:

preservation of existing trees:preservation of existing trees:

planting that adds seasonal interest or beauty:planting that adds seasonal interest or beauty:

not importantnot important
neutralneutral
importantimportant
very importantvery important7%7%

16%16%

11%11%

10%10%

34%34%

4%4%

6%6%

11%11%

9%9%

30%30%

30%30%

16%16%

25%25%

10%10%

19%19%

18%18%

23%23%

32%32%

32%32%

27%27%

28%28%

29%29%

27%27%

29%29%

60%60%

22%22%

27%27%

47%47%

13%13%

58%58%

48%48%

42%42%

How would you like Westlake Park to serve the How would you like Westlake Park to serve the 
community?community?

it should support lots of it should support lots of 
special events:special events:

it should have regular it should have regular 
activities:activities:

it should be a welcoming it should be a welcoming 
gateway to downtown:gateway to downtown:

not importantnot important neutralneutral importantimportant very importantvery important

it should be a place to rest and it should be a place to rest and 
relax:relax:

3%3%

9%9%

5%5%

7%7%

7%7%

24%24%

18%18%

23%23%

23%23%

25%25%

35%35%

33%33%

67%67%

41%41%

42%42%

37%37%

How often do you visit Westlake Park?How often do you visit Westlake Park?

at least weeklyat least weekly

40
%

40
%

32%
32%at least montlyat least montly

several times a yearseveral times a year
What describes your connection What describes your connection 
to downtown and Westlake Park?to downtown and Westlake Park?

nearby residentnearby resident
33%33%

work nearbywork nearby
34%34%

shopping districtshopping district
5%5%

passing throughpassing through
28%28%

WHAT WE HEARDWHAT WE HEARD
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Reimagine Westlake

Are you supportive of more permanent Are you supportive of more permanent 
benches within the tree grove?benches within the tree grove?

YESYES
80%80%

NONO
20%20%

What elements would What elements would 
help enhance the 7 hills art help enhance the 7 hills art 

installation?installation?
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74%74%
71%71%

64%64%

45%45% 44%44%

WHAT WE HEARDWHAT WE HEARD

What is the most important to consider as we look to What is the most important to consider as we look to 
integrate park upgrades along the east edge of the site?integrate park upgrades along the east edge of the site?

provide outdoor seating to support cafeprovide outdoor seating to support cafe
integrate retail spaces with the parkintegrate retail spaces with the park
discourage homelessness in areadiscourage homelessness in area
security to discourage loiteringsecurity to discourage loitering
infrastructure for food vendorsinfrastructure for food vendors
no seating or plantersno seating or planters
seating, but keep it publicseating, but keep it public
food and kid-friendly foodfood and kid-friendly food
fund other parts of the cityfund other parts of the city
lightinglighting
screens for advertisementsscreens for advertisements
signagesignage
thoughtful hardscape to guide customersthoughtful hardscape to guide customers
path along diagonal (4th & Pike to Sephora)path along diagonal (4th & Pike to Sephora)

53%53%

37%37%

4%4%

3%3%

2%2%

2%2%

2%2%

1%1%

1%1%

1%1%

1%1%

1%1%

1%1%

1%1%

 
oth

er

How do you feel about providing seating at the How do you feel about providing seating at the 
bus stop at Pine Street and 4th Avenue?bus stop at Pine Street and 4th Avenue?

i’m supportive i’m supportive 
if safety can be if safety can be 
addressedaddressed

i’m concerned about i’m concerned about 
how this might attract how this might attract 
undesired activitiesundesired activities

accessible 

accessible 

seating
seating

rain shelter

rain shelter
bus amenities

bus amenities
security
security

lighting
lighting

Preservation of existing trees?Preservation of existing trees?

6%6%

19%19%

27%27%

48%48%

not importantnot important

neutralneutral

somewhat importantsomewhat important

very  importantvery  important

Planting that adds seasonal interest / beauty?Planting that adds seasonal interest / beauty?

11%11% 18%18% 29%29% 42%42%
not importantnot important neutralneutral somewhat importantsomewhat important very  importantvery  important
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WHAT WE HEARDWHAT WE HEARD

56%
56%

What age groups should be accommodated?What age groups should be accommodated?

multi-generational integrationmulti-generational integration

2 - 5 years old2 - 5 years old

5 - 12 years old5 - 12 years old

teensteens

41%
41%

35%
35%

9%9%

Do you believe an expanded play Do you believe an expanded play 
area would be a good addition at area would be a good addition at 
Westlake Park?Westlake Park?

YESYES NONO

The existing stage is The existing stage is 
going to be removed. Any going to be removed. Any 
future events would use a future events would use a 
temporary stage that could temporary stage that could 
be set up in different areas of be set up in different areas of 
the park based on the needs the park based on the needs 
of the special event. of the special event. Do you Do you 
support this idea?support this idea?

YESYES

NONO

The existing fountain has reached the end of its useful life and is The existing fountain has reached the end of its useful life and is 
proposed to be removed. proposed to be removed. Do you have considerations for what could Do you have considerations for what could 
replace it?replace it?

bus stop shelterbus stop shelter

educational educational 
areaarea

coffee boothcoffee booth

merry go roundmerry go round

securitysecurity
light rail accesslight rail access

ice rinkice rink

gamesgames noise reductionnoise reduction
restroomsrestrooms

sports equipmentsports equipment

new fountain or new fountain or 
new water featurenew water feature

planting / treesplanting / trees

flexible spaceflexible space

seating + seating + 
tablestables

large large 
stagestage

play play 
areaarea

iconic iconic 
elementelement

artart

swinging benchesswinging benchesSWINGS
ALL 
AGES

BOUNCE

INDOOR OPTION

SPORT COURTS
THEMED PLAY

CLIMBINGEMPTY PLAZA

CHESS MERRY
GO

ROUND

EXCERCISE 
EQUIPMENT

SECURITY STAFF

MUSICAL PLAY

CLEAN SPACE

What elements would help make expanded play area successful?What elements would help make expanded play area successful?
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Reimagine Westlake
DESIGN IDEAS - VALUE ADD OPTION-PREFERRED: LIGHTING ELEMENTDESIGN IDEAS - VALUE ADD OPTION-PREFERRED: LIGHTING ELEMENT FOOD TRUCKSFOOD TRUCKS
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DESIGN IDEAS - VALUE ADD OPTION-PREFERRED: LIGHTING ELEMENTDESIGN IDEAS - VALUE ADD OPTION-PREFERRED: LIGHTING ELEMENT STAGESTAGE
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Reimagine Westlake
LIGHTING, PLANTING AND SITE FURNISHINGSLIGHTING, PLANTING AND SITE FURNISHINGS
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PLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUND



WESTLAKE
PAVILIONS



FROM WESTLAKE CENTER



GATEWAY



ALONG PINE



ALONG FOURTH
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LIGHTINGLIGHTING

STRUCTURES

TREE GROVE

OPEN PLAZA

PLANTERS AND PLANTERS AND 
PLANTINGPLANTING

PARK PAVILIONPARK PAVILION

SITE FURNISHINGSSITE FURNISHINGS

CURVED BENCHES 
WITH BACKS

SALVAGED GRANITE BLOCKS

WOOD BENCHES
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WESTLAKE PARK SITE LANDSCAPE DRAFT
BERGER PARTNERSHIP


